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Germany in high quarters manifestly led to a pacific policy. Finally, 
" Germany has always been represented by the Eussian reaction as 
the surest friend of the autocratic regime in Russia." Indeed, even 
during the war, the propaganda in favor of Germany as an absolutist 
nation has been carried on in almost incredible fashion. 

In 1914, then, there was in Russia no considerable group which 
wanted war; and, whatever the selfishness and mistakes of official 
Russia may have been — and these are not minimized — the German 
contention that Russia was planning and preparing to go to war in 
1918 or 1920 must be dismissed as untenable. To advance such a 
claim without convincing proof is to substitute suspicion for formal 
justice in international affairs. And when the crisis came, there was 
only one course which official Russia could in honor pursue. " I am 
not a friend of the Russian Government, ' ' frankly declares M. Alex- 
insky. " I do not believe in the ' sincerity ' of the intentions of the 
autocratic Government. I know that it oppresses many peoples. 
But this is no reason why it should commit a final act of cowardice 
and abandon Serbia to the Austro-German sword. Autocratic 
Tsarism is not a good thing, but would it have been any better had 
it been guilty of an act of treason to the little Serbian nation which 
looked to Russia for its salvation? " So far as soundness of world- 
policy and sincerity of intentions are concerned, it would seem 
that official Russia and official Germany are tarred with the same 
stick — the chief difference between them being that a victory for 
Germany would be far more dangerous to Europe than a Russian 
triumph because of Germany's superior technical and capitalistic 
development. 

In many ways, M. Alexinsky's book gives an illuminating and 
often encouraging view of Russian thought and feeling. The sole 
qualification of its value lies in the fact that, since it is evidently 
written somewhat from a party point of view, it is not easy to know 
how large a part of the Russian people share in the author's 
opinions. 



Scandinavia of the Scandinavians. By Henry Goddard Leach. 
New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915. 

Scandinavia is at peace; Denmark, Norway and Sweden, since 
the beginning of the world-war, have drawn together more closely 
than ever before in a league of mutual unity and protection, for- 
getting old rivalries and prejudices. It is partly for this reason, 
no doubt, that Mr. Leach's book, Scandinavia of the Scandinavians, 
makes rather especially pleasant reading at this time. The volume, 
though brief and of diversified contents, is neither superficial nor 
perfunctory; it balances -the claims of an agreeably humane and 
imaginative curiosity with those of the craving for definite informa- 
tion. Briefly Mr. Leach sketches the history of each of the three 
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Scandinavian countries; he has something to say of their govern- 
ments and institutions ; he tells considerably more about their indus- 
tries and the home life of their peoples; he introduces sections de- 
voted to literature, architecture, and painting; and he adverts here 
and there to the scenery with an effect rather pleasing than weari- 
some. 

Nothing like well-rounded completeness is to be expected, of 
course, in a small volume of three hundred and twenty pages ; and 
it is true that in certain parts Mr. Leach's treatise betrays an un- 
avoidable inadequacy. The discussions of artists and men of let- 
ters, for example, show a tendency to become mere lists of names 
interspersed with characterizations too brief to be really illuminat- 
ing. The author has been quite successful, however, in supplying 
clear impressions regarding those topics on which he chooses to 
dilate. His remarks concerning Brandes, Bjornson and Ibsen, 
Strindberg and Lagerlof, are instructive to those not already ac- 
quainted with these authors, and in each case they convey some- 
thing of the national background and point of view. He has been 
judicious in the choice of subjects for detailed consideration. His 
account of the political and literary enthusiasm stirred in Norway 
over the effort to supersede the half-Norsified Danish, which had be- 
come the cultivated language of Norway, by a revival of the old 
Norse speech based upon local dialects, gives a glimpse into a frame 
of mind interesting and quite alien to us. In general, the varied facts 
contained in the volume are set forth with a definiteness, a selec- 
tive emphasis, or an appeal to the imagination that give them some- 
what more point and persistence in the memory than is usual for 
bookish statements. The reader will be strongly impressed by the 
gradual transformation of Norway from an agricultural to a manu- 
facturing country ; by her harnessing of the waterfalls ; by the elec- 
trification of the Swedish railroads. How many Americans know 
that the first practical application of the Bessemer steel process was 
made by a Swede (G. F. Goransson) ; that another (Alfred Nobel) 
invented dynamite; that a third (Gustaf de Laval) invented the 
cream-separator? How many of us know anything of Lapland or 
have ever heard of the Lapland Express; — that " bejewelled phantom 
of luxurious content, hurrying across the bleak steppes in the 
mysterious Northern night ' ' ? 



The Histoey of Twelve Days (July 24th to August 4th, 
1914). By J. W. Headlam, M.A. New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1915. 

To those who are interested in the quasi-legal question as to what 
nation was immediately responsible for the outbreak of the European 
war, Mr. Headlam 's book may be recommended, with the proviso 
that the author, an Englishman, is avowedly pro-Ally in his sym- 



